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"Word Type' and "Word Form' in Chinese: Should

Opposite Homophones Be Normalized in Terminology?

HuaRui Zhang
Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong
Key Laboratory of Computational Linguistics (Peking University), Ministry of Education, China
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Abstract: In Chinese, the emergence of homophones is inevitable, however, opposite homophones
should be avoided with best efforts, especially in a very narrow field.

The Chinese equivalent of "word type" and "word form" given by the PRC national standard
GB/T17532-2005, which forms opposite homophones, is one of such typical examples.

Homophones need to be normalized most urgently, namely, being distinguished and given different
phonetic forms; while homophone synonyms do not need to be normalized arbitrarily.

The conclusion is that the breaking of one-to-one correspondence between phonetic form and lexical
meaning of opposite homophones needs to be normalized first in terminology.
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normalization
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